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The Southampton Union Free School 
District prides itself on providing students 
with an education that includes a focus on 
developing productive members of society, 
community leaders and critical thinkers. 

“Students at all grade levels are 
encouraged to be a part of their school 
and global community through hands-on 
lessons related to citizenship and altruism,” 
said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nicholas 
Dyno. “We are consistently impressed by 
their willingness to participate and their 
desire to give back.”

At the elementary school level, students 
can apply what they learn in the classroom 
to school clubs and activities that 
emphasize community involvement and 
leadership, including student council and 
the Early Act (Rotary Club). 

“The value we place on connection, 
empathy and inclusion, as well as the 
diversity and culture of our school, fosters 
a greater respect and tolerance for others 
near and far,” said elementary school 
Principal Jaime Bottcher. “It is necessary 
that we encourage our students to be 
productive, global citizens and support 
them in understanding how our actions, 
choices and words may affect others in our 
community and around the world. It is our 
hope that our school creates an authentic 
feeling of belonging for each student to 
pass on to others throughout their personal 
journeys.”

At the intermediate school, students 
actively work to make a difference every 
day through their interactions with peers, 
teachers and staff by participating in a 

variety of leadership and community 
service-oriented clubs. These include 
Builders Club, Early Act Service Club, 
Kindness Club, Mock Trial, Multicultural 
Club, National Junior Honor Society and 
Peer Assisted Leadership.

“Students who attend Southampton 
Intermediate School are the leaders of 
tomorrow in their community and beyond,” 
said intermediate school Principal Justin 
Cobis. “By learning the importance of 
citizenship and contributing to a positive 
school environment, we hope that our 
young scholars will take those values and 
let them shine through into the next phase 
of their lives at Southampton High School, 
and in the greater global community.”

In preparation for life after graduation, 
students at Southampton High School 
are building a future as leaders who will 
make an impact in a variety of ways in 
the world around them. They grow their 
experience through avenues that foster 
community service and leadership. This 
is accomplished through courses such 
as Participation in Government 
and AP Government and 
Politics, and outside 
of the classroom 
through Girls Learn 
International, Key 
Club, Mariners 
Patriot Club, Natural 
Helpers, Retreat Teen

Leadership Council, Rotary 
Interact, SADD, SAVE Promise Club, 
student council, the Social Justice Club and 
the Varsity Club.

“Southampton High School takes 
pride in providing our students with the 
knowledge and skills to understand the 
important role they play in our community,” 
said high school Principal Brian Zahn. 
“Whether through classroom lessons or 
extracurricular activities, Southampton 
students have numerous opportunities to 
develop their voice, positively impact others 
around them and prepare themselves to 
serve as the next generation of leaders.”  

Learn more about how our students plan 
to change the world inside this issue of The 
Anchor.

Teach Local, Think GlobalThink Global

Luca BeladidzeGrade: 10I would focus on the environment, stop pollution and 
create more electric cars. The 

environment is very important to the world.

Xanthi Lazarakis

Grade: 9

I think it is important that everyone has 

access to free and equitable education. 

Education is the key to everything 

 and can solve a lot of  

our problems.

If you could make one positive change in 
the world, what would it be and why?

Jack BlackmoreGrade: 12I would smile more to make the 
day better for those around me. 

Everyone needs to have a better day, no matter what. 

Sean DoyleGrade: 11I would make health care affordable for everyone. There are many people that do not have access to proper medical care.



We Are the FUTURE

Alexandra Alfaro

Grade: 2 

I would have people treated 

equally because sometimes 

people are treated different 

in a bad way. 

We Will Change the W    RLD,

Eleanor McGowinGrade: 1 I would [make a] change  in the world so people don’t  throw anything in the ocean and that they recycle and put stuff  in the trash so they don’t kill any animals. 

Mekhi Crawford

Grade: Pre-K  

That all the people would be 

nice because people kick and 

push and that’s not good. 

Tessa Fischette 
Grade: Kindergarten

I would want bullies to  
be nicer because it is  

not nice if they are  
being mean. 

Fredy Suculanda
Grade: 4 

I would make it so people that 
live in the streets can live in a 
big house and won’t be cold 

or starving. Some people don’t 
have money.

Sebastien LeChartier 
Grade: 5 

To try and focus on the future because right now  the future may not be a thing. We need respect  for human rights, nature and peace. They are all linked, and it is important to respect these  three things so we have a future.

If you could make one positive change in the world, what would it be and why?

Alexandra Gonzalez Hernandez

Grade: 8 

One thing I would like to change is conflict 

– not a specific conflict, but all conflicts, 

including those between races, countries 

and religions. We need to stop conflicts 

because they create more anger, greediness 

and ignorance between people, and we all 

deserve to be loved and love others.

Ana Zapata
Grade: 6 I would rid the world of greed because I feel like every problem 

starts with greed, including war and climate change. We need to 
learn to give back and not take for ourselves. If we keep living a life 

of greed, there won’t be a world to live in in the future.Sean Smith
Grade: 7 I would like to find a cure for COVID-19 because it is killing a lot of people and it can get more serious. If that keeps happening, it will get very bad.

Grissel Saravia Ramirez 

Grade: 3 

I would make the ocean clean 

to keep animals safe.


